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WHITBY FALLS ACCOMMODATION 
Statement by Member for Bassendean 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean) [12.57 pm]:  On 20 February 2002, in response to a review that I chaired, 
the then Minister for Health told Parliament that no resident would be forced to leave Whitby Falls and that the 
government wished to provide modern, purpose-built residential accommodation on the west block for those 
residents who did not wish to relocate.  He said also that the state government had set aside $500 000 to upgrade 
the Whitby Falls property.  Three years and eight months later the building has not begun.  Of even greater 
concern is that on 16 September 2005 family representatives were met by Department of Health representatives 
and were advised that Whitby Falls was unsafe and that the family members would be moved.  I raised this issue 
with the Minister for Health on 20 September 2005 outside the Parliament, and he unequivocally informed me 
that nobody would be moved.  However, I have been contacted by family members and guardians for six of the 
nine long-term residents.  They have received a different message from the Department of Health.  A letter from 
the department to one family guardian, dated 7 October, stated that as a consequence of the serious risks 
identified by the Chief Psychiatrist, which impact on the residents and staff of Whitby Falls and the local 
community, and of the clinical requirement to reassess the guardian’s brother, X will be transferred to Fremantle 
Hospital when a bed becomes available.  The family members, guardians and I are confused.  On the one hand, 
the minister has said that no-one will be required to move while, on the other hand, the Department of Health has 
told families that the Chief Psychiatrist has deemed that the current facilities are unsafe and that nobody can be 
accommodated there.  This confusion must be sorted out immediately. 
 


